
NEWS FROM SUPERINTENDENT Robinson

A D D I T I O N A L  N E W S  A N D  U P D A T E S  AVA I L A B L E  
O n  Fa c e b o o k :  @BuckeyeCentralSchools

ROBINSON continued on page 3

Buckeye Central Parents, Guardians,

As we continue to face the COVID-19 challenges this school 
year, the instructional delivery model for the majority of the first 
semester has been classroom instruction five (5) days per week. 
This model has seen success due to excellent adherence to social 
distancing, masks, health checks, hand washing, deep cleaning 
and sanitizing. The students, parents, and school community’s 
support has been tremendous. Thank you for working with us 
regularly.

We strongly believe that in person instruction is superior for each 
student’s learning, growth, and mental health. It will always be 
our goal to remain in this delivery model when possible. That 
being said, as we approached Thanksgiving Break, the number 
of cases and related quarantines across Ohio, in our school 
communities, Crawford and surrounding counties, and the 
District significantly increased. Student and staff quarantine 
together approached 18%. In addition, a number of staff/students 
who were out due to other illness or family situations pushed the 
percentages even higher. As a result of these quarantines and 
absences, it quickly became apparent that keeping the schools 
open for safe and effective classroom instruction was in jeopardy. 
Therefore, on Thursday, November 19, grades 5-12 transitioned to 
remote instruction. From Monday, November 30 through Friday, 

December 4, all grades (PK-12) followed the remote instruction 
delivery model. 

Many factors enter into a decision to transition to remote 
instruction. A main factor is a healthy workforce so that we can 
ensure proper staffing and continuity of classes for the students. 
Already substitutes in every area are at a premium. This is a 
problem for us here and throughout Ohio due to the virus crisis. 
Recent absence levels for both staff and students have been 
significantly higher than normal.

Be assured that when remote instruction is required, our goal is 
to keep it as brief as possible, returning to classroom instruction 
as soon as achievable. Typically, such actions or transitions are 
considered and/or required for 10 to 14 days. This also allows our 
staff and families time to plan so that we are not bouncing back 
and forth daily based upon each day’s numbers or factors. While 
we will do our best to communicate any such transitions as far 
in advance as possible, COVID challenges can arise suddenly and 
even within a single school day. To this end, the teachers and staff 
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High school News and Updates 
As you are well aware, Covid-19 has impacted what schools have 
traditionally done. That being said, we are working diligently to 
save what we can and continue on with many of our school-
wide traditions - just in a safe and pragmatic manner. First was 
the football Homecoming. Covid disallowed a parade but we were 
able to have a scaled-down procession of the Homecoming Court. 
After the game, as opposed to dance, we hosted an after the game 
activity outside on the football field.

Even though we 
were unable to have 
a homecoming 
dance the Buckeye 
Central Leadership 
class chose to host a 
Homecoming week 
of school-related 
activities. Friday of that 
week the students 
dressed in their typical 
homecoming attire - 
and they all looked great!

Our History department excels 
at providing our students with 
real civic opportunities. This 
year we were blessed to be 
able to host a unique Military 
Appreciation activity. At this 
event, our students performed 
a flag folding ceremony 
and presented all veterans in attendance with a new flag. The 
elementary students made a gift bag for each veteran as well. To 
end the activity the seniors also participated in a Flags Burning 
Ceremony to honor all of the retired flags. As always it was a night 
of service-learning but yet enjoyable for all parties involved.

Each year we bring in a student speaker that we believe is engaging 
but has a powerful, positive, and relevant message. This year our 

speaker was Beacon who engages students via live Hip Hop. The 
moral of his message is, “Life has a way of tearing you down.” 
Beacon shared that “We try to distract ourselves, think positively, 
and run away from problems. But oftentimes, until we face our 
problems head-on, we do not find a REAL answer.” In a time 
when all students are facing the multiple problems presented by 
Covid-19, this message seemed to hit home. After the speaker, we 
had a short academic awards assembly to replace the ceremony 

we missed in the Spring of 2020. 

Once again, Mr. Mark Heydinger 
and our students worked very hard 
for two months to provide for our 
community the annual Fall play. This 
year the Fall Play was, “Robin Hood: 
The Next Generation.” As expected 

the play was amazing 
and our students shined 
- even with face shields!

The Buckeye Central 
e-Sports team enjoyed 
success for another 
season! This is the 
second year that we 
have participated in the 
e-Sports league and 
tournament. For the 
second straight year, we 
have gone undefeated in 
our league and achieved 

a second straight Buckeye Conference championship! 

Our student-athletes have also found success on the athletic field. 
The boy’s golf team made it to the District tournament for the 
second year in a row. The football team #Brokethestreak with a win 
versus Bucyrus on homecoming night. The team also went on to 
win their first playoff game this season. The girls’ volleyball team 
won their third league championship in four years. Our students 



MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR

We Are BC! 3

High school News and Updates 

will work with the students daily to assure their understanding 
and expectations when instructional models require change. 

Be assured that we are in contact with the Crawford County 
Department of Health daily and work closely with the school/
district leadership in the county and other area districts regularly to 
review and assess all COVID related situations. A regular, updated 
COVID-19 Dashboard is available on our District website at www.
buckeye-central.org.  In addition, a letter informing parents of a 
suspected or confirmed COVID-positive case in the school is sent 
home with student(s) when individual situations dictate. Please 
check frequently with your child to see when letters may be in 
their possession. Additionally, you may be contacted by your 
student’s teacher, the Athletic Director (sports related), and/or 
the respective building principal. Our goal is to work as a team 
allowing us to communicate with you through a variety of 
professionals. Dependent on circumstances, we may use OneCall 
Now, TeamApp (sports teams), and/or designated letters. 

There are things that each of us in our own home and family 
can do each day also. This helps to protect your own family and 
ultimately to control the spread in our community and in our 
schools. Pleased consider the same guidelines that our schools 
follow consistently. In addition, per the governor’s advice, please 
limit family or other gatherings. Thanks, in advance, for your 
understanding and support as we “sail through these unchartered 
waters”. We always keep a plethora of factors in mind when 
considering options and making decisions in the best interest of 
the students and families. With so many unique aspects in play, 

our leadership team considers holistic input from every avenue. 
Don’t hesitate to contact your child’s school with input, ideas, or 
questions. Thank you! 

CONGRATULATIONS, to our middle school TEAM!  Buckeye 
Central Middle School has been nominated as a 2020 National 
ESEA Distinguished School.  Each year, the Ohio Department 
of Education’s Office of Federal Programs has the opportunity to 
nominate two Ohio schools for this prestigious recognition from 
the National Association of ESEA State Program Administrators.  

The middle school was nominated for Exceptional Student 
Performance for Two or More Consecutive Years. 

Buckeye Central MS will be officially recognized by the National 
Association of ESEA State Program Administrators at the virtual 
National ESEA Conference held Feb. 8-11, 2021. Additionally, the 
school staff is invited to attend and present on its best practices 
at Ohio’s Title I conference (known as the OAASFEP Spring 
Conference) later in the spring in Columbus, Ohio.  

Again, congratulations to the MS on being nominated for this 
prestigious recognition. 

In service to our children…

Mark
Mark A. Robinson, 
Superintendent

ROBINSON continued from page 1

and staff are working hard to find success in our classrooms as 
well. While Covid has limited the group and community projects 
teachers have found success in other places. Classrooms have 
been involved in school-wide community service projects such 
as “Help a Janitor” day. Students in Mr. Kaple’s math classes build 
algorithms to determine the number of rubber bands that would 
be necessary to make a pumpkin explode. Classes have been 
utilizing technology to take a virtual field trip. 

This time of year, it is important to count your blessings. I can 

honestly say that I am blessed to work with the best kids, 
community, and staff in Ohio! On behalf of the High School staff, 
we truly wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Wonderful 
New Year. 

Go Bucks!

Dr. Michael Martin,
High School Principal
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From the Middle School Principal’s Desk
Thank you for your continued support as we navigate these 
uncertain times together.  

School year 2020-21 continues to be filled with surprises.  The good 
news is we will make it through together.  

Stay safe!

Mrs. Deborah Daniel
419.492.1018
ddaniel@bcbucks.org

ESEA National Distinguished School Invitation
Buckeye Central Middle School has once again been invited to apply 
to be nominated as an ESEA National Distinguished School.  We join 
seven other Ohio schools who were asked to apply.  Two of the eight 
schools will then be nominated for the national honor.  

The application includes submitting three essays which summarize 
our efforts in three major categories--use of Title I funds, student 
achievement, and innovative programs.

Here are the criteria as outlined in the invitation: 
The state may nominate a total of two schools for recognition under 
one of two categories:
  1. Exceptional student performance for two or more 
  consecutive years
  2. Closing the achievement gap between student groups

Schools must have:
• Demonstrated high academic achievement for two or more 

consecutive years; 
• Met or exceeded state standards for closing achievement gaps 

for two or more consecutive years; 
• Demonstrated a high poverty rate (based on Free and Reduced 

Lunch Count of 35% or higher for the nominated year);
• Clearly demonstrated that they have met the criteria for 

the category they are applying for and have provided 
documentation to support their qualifications; and 

• Not have been chosen as a Distinguished School in 
previous years. 

We await the response from the state notifying us if we are 
one of the two finalists.  Fingers crossed for better luck the 
second time around.

During the Thanksgiving break, we received the 
fantastic news that we have been chosen as one of two 
Ohio schools to be nominated for this national honor.  
This is so exciting for our district!  Together we make a 
difference!

Dear Principal Daniel and Superintendent Robinson, 

On behalf of the Ohio Department of Education, I am pleased 
to nominate Buckeye Central Middle School as a 2020 National 
ESEA Distinguished School. Each year, the Ohio Department 
of Education’s Office of Federal Programs has the opportunity 
to nominate two schools for this prestigious recognition from 
the National Association of ESEA State Program Administrators. 
I want to warmly congratulate you, the staff, and students for 
this nomination. 

This year, Ohio nominated two schools from two categories:
  Category 1:  Exceptional Student Performance for Two 
  or More Consecutive Years
  Category 2:  Closing the Achievement Gaps between 
  Student Groups 

Buckeye Central Middle School is being nominated for the 
Category 1 recognition. 

Schools are officially recognized by the National Association of 
ESEA State Program Administrators at the virtual National ESEA 
Conference held Feb. 8-11, 2021.  Once Jeremy Marks, Director 
of Federal Programs, officially nominates your school in the 
coming days, the National Association of ESEA State Program 
Administrators will contact you about this recognition and 



We Are BC! 5

information about the national conference.  

Additionally, the school is invited to attend and present on its best 
practices at Ohio’s Title I conference (known as the OAASFEP Spring 
Conference) later in the spring in Columbus, Ohio. The virtual or in-
person nature of the conference is still being decided.  Please email your 
intent to present at Spring 2021 OAASFEP by Dec. 10, 2020 to daphne.
rees@education.ohio.gov and candice.kerchner@education.ohio.gov.   

Again, congratulations on being nominated for this prestigious 
recognition. Thank you for your commitment to high achievement for 
students and staff at Buckeye Central Middle School.  

Sincerely, 

Daphne Rees
Distinguished Schools State Coordinator

Middle School PBIS Team Formalizes Plan
The middle school is in year two of the state-mandated PBIS (Positive 
Behaviors Interventions and 
Supports) team process. The 
members (Mr. Alonzo, Mrs. 
Sanders, and Mrs. Steiger) 
have chosen the matrix 
expectations, written the 
PBIS lesson plans for student 
behavior on the bus and in the cafeteria, classrooms, hallways, 
and restrooms, and chosen the rewards for outstanding student 
behavior.  The full staff has given their suggestions and affirmations 
as the program has unfolded.

Next up, the PBIS team will design and make the student expected 
behavior posters to be placed in key areas in the middle school and 
finalize our logo. 

We thank each of these volunteer members for their willingness to 
serve and share their creative ideas.

Solar Learning Walk Revisited
Mrs. Caudill and Mrs. Steiger’s students took advantage of the mild-
for-November weather and recently visited the solar learning walk.  
The assignment called for the students to visit the solar walk stations 

and answer comprehension and thinking questions. 

The idea for a solar learning walk began in April/May of 2014 
in Sue Steiger’s 5th grade classroom.  All of the students in 
the class decided that they wanted to find a way to expose 
others to the vastness of the solar system while also sharing 
details about each planet.  They designed a solar system 
walk that follows the paved path starting at the corner of 
the property near 602 and winds past the ball fields, the 
pavilion and around the trail in the woods. 

The path includes plaques marking the scaled location of 
each planet.  Students designed the stations as well as the 
accompanying website that can be accessed at any of the 
stations by using a mobile device with a QR code reader app.   

It was wonderful to see current middle school students 
using the beautiful facility and learning from the work of 
their older peers.
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6th Graders Design Flying 
Turkeys
Mr. Howell’s sixth graders recently 
applied the engineering design 
process to build flying turkeys.

Using a balloon, tape, markers, a straw, string (approximately 
5 feet long), and the trial and error process, the students built 
and then launched their turkeys (that were attached to a straw) 
down a zip line.  The challenge was how to improve the turkey’s 
speed and distance upon subsequent launches.

The room was filled with laughter along with questions like, 
“What do you think you could do to improve the design and 
get the turkey to fly farther?”

The exercise showed that engineering design does not need 
sophisticated supplies to be challenging.  It merely needs the 
creative spirit and an engaged mind.

8th Graders Work on Ohio Means Jobs Backpacks
Each fall our 8th 
grade students 
access their Ohio 
Means Jobs 
accounts and 
begin exploring 
future careers.

Coordinated by 
Mrs. Close and 

conducted by Jim Sorenson (Pioneer Career and Technology 
Center), Ohio Means Jobs training allows middle school students 
to learn more about their career interests and in-demand jobs 
and develop meaningful academic and career plans for high 
school and beyond.

Over the next few years, the students can build résumés, search 
for college and training programs, and create a budget based 
on future expenses.

Chief Schick Shares Practices for Online Safety
Chief Schick recently visited the 5th grade to discuss how 
students can be safe online.

The transition to middle 
school brings with it a higher 
demand for online work and 
an expectation that students 
will conduct themselves safely 
as they increase computer use, 
learn independently, collect 
evidence, and examine sources.

With exposure to more sites, the 
students must maintain focus 
on the task at hand and not be 
drawn off by all that the internet 
offers--good and bad.

He stressed the need to be 
responsible and to fight to 
maintain their privacy while 
navigating a very public place.
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Students Reach Reading Goals
 By Emma Lane
The Buckeye Central Elementary students in second, third, and 
fourth grade are celebrating the meeting of their 

Accelerated Reading goals for the first quarter of this school 
year. Accelerated Reading is a program for Elementary students 
where they read books at their own reading level and take short 
quizzes on the stories that they read to earn points towards 
their own quarter goal. 

The students are expected to pass their reading quiz with at 
least an 80 percent in order to earn any points towards their 
quarterly goal.  

The students will be receiving a certificate, a snack, and they will 
have their names entered into a drawing for a Walmart gift card 
for meeting their reading goals.  

“The Accelerated Reading program is a great way to keep 
students reading literature that they want to read and enjoy, 
while pushing themselves to meet their goals,” third grade 
teacher Mrs. Phillips said.

4th Grade STEAM activities
The 4th grade students have been busy with Mrs. Schafer and 
Mrs. Caudill learning about the Engineering Design Process 
and other STEAM activities to coordinate with their science 
standards. In October, students created candy pumpkin 
catapults to test their ability to launch candy pumpkins with 
distance and accuracy. Students were given a set of materials 
to choose from, and had to decide how to use the materials 
to create a catapult. Students aimed at hula hoop targets, a 
cup tower, and participated in a distance challenge. Students 
were able to modify/fix their catapult as they went through the 
different challenges.

After the completion of this project, the students were given 
the task of building a “contraption” for Humpty Dumpty to wear 
that would allow him to safely drop to the floor from a distance. 
Students had to either use the same design with one different 
material or the same materials with a different design, as their 
team members. Students were also given a size constraint. Eggs 
were then dropped from multiple heights until the egg broke. 
Three students had a “live” Humpty Dumpty at the end of the 
activity. They were able to get ten stories high!!

Elementary School News and updates
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Moving into November, students began learning about Earth 
science and studied weathering, erosion, and deposition using 
sand and water. Students investigated how different variables, 
like slope and rate of rainfall, affect how quickly or slowly these 
processes take place on Earth’s surface.

together. The class discussed 
how carefully paleontologists 
have to work, as the fossils can 
be just as fragile as our models. 
The class also discussed the 
different qualities of their 
dinosaur model that made 
it possible to identify what it 
was, even if they were missing 
pieces.  All in all, the students 
had a great time imagining 
the job of a paleontologist!

Fossil Dough Fun
The second grade is 
wrapping up their 
prehistoric animal and 
fossil unit by making 
their own fossils with 
fossil dough! The 
students have studied 
different kinds of fossils, 
where fossils come 
from, how they are 
formed, and discussed 
the possible causes of 
dinosaur extinction. 
Now they’ve created 
some fossils of their 
own!                              

LEFT: Millie Ebert, 
Makenna Ranker, 
and Bella Light 
explore weathering, 
erosion, and 
deposition.

BELOW: Phoebe 
Dallas, Emiley Ute, 
and Aaron Johnson 
aim their candy 
pumpkin launcher 
for the cup tower.

Dino Digs Grade 2
Second grade STEAM class got a little dirty today!  In conjunction 
with the second-grade team and their dinosaur exploration, 
students excavated their own dinosaur fossils.  Modeling what a real 
paleontologist does, students were given tools (small watch hammer 
and screwdrivers, small paint brush) to carefully dig out their fossils.  All 
“dig sites” included an identifier (clam shell, conch shell, or driftwood) 
and model fossil bones.  Once all materials were excavated, students 
needed to find their team to try to put their fossilized dinosaur 

LEFT: 
Brylee, 
Eden, and 
William 
hard at 
work!
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Habitat boxes & 
Brochures 
While the students’ 
museum exhibits will 
be virtual this year, they 
have still been hard at 
work learning about 
their chosen prehistoric 
animal and creating 
a habitat box and a 
brochure to present to 
their classmates and 
families! Included in 
each of the boxes was 
the animal, the correct 
habitat, predator and 
diet. Their brochures 
were much more in 
depth and included 
things such as size, fossil information, and even interesting facts 
about the animal. We were able to complete our presentations for 
our classmates on the last day of school!

Josh Dyer - All About Long Ago
Josh Dyer, from Crawford County Park District, visited the first-grade 
classes. Students learned about what life was like long ago. Students 
were able to learn firsthand how the first settlers lived. Classmates 
viewed tools from long ago that settlers needed to carry with them 
on a covered wagon to help them meet their basic needs: food, water, 
and shelter.

Story Book Trail
We owe Abby Ditomassi, from the Crawford County Park district, a 
huge THANK YOU for creating a story book trail for our elementary 
students here at Buckeye Central. The story was changed weekly to 
allow for different discussions about nature, habitats, and wildlife. 
Teachers were able to take the students on a hike through the wooded 
trails behind our school, while providing them with an exciting Read-
Aloud about nature. Afterwards, students worked at the pavilion 
interactively in small groups to discuss what they learned from the 
book that was read together from the trail.

Letters Alive Program
The students in Mrs. Biglin’s class are learning in a unique way. A new 
program called Letters Alive was purchased through the BC Endowment 
Fund. Letters Alive is an evidence-based reading and writing 
supplemental program that incorporates multiple learning modalities. It 
teaches letters, letter sounds, word building, sentence building, writing 
and even science, so it is cross curricular.  It is zoo themed and really 
grabs the student’s attention with 3D augmented reality animals. The 
students have been so motivated by the animals and learning about 
the habitats of each animal, it has been great to see their excitement 
and see that excitement roll over into projects such creating our own 
swamp, learning about problems and coming up with solutions, and 
other creative activities. Currently, we are using it with students needing 
intervention, but hope to extend it to other students who are struggling 
to learn the building blocks of reading.  Mrs. Biglin and Staff want to 
thank the Buckeye Central Endowment committee for allowing us to 
purchase this program to help reach all students!

Monarch Butterfly Presentation
Students in kindergarten and first grade enjoyed a presentation about 
the Monarch butterfly, presented by Abby Ditomassi from the Crawford 
County Park District. Students enjoyed discovering the lifecycle and 
migration of the Monarch butterfly. We searched the school grounds 
for milkweed to locate caterpillars, eggs, and chrysalis of these 
butterflies. We discussed the importance of not mowing down, but 
instead planting milkweed to help save these butterflies in our area.
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Ms. Clady - Thanksgiving Festivities
The brightly colored turkey was made by all the Preschoolers. 
Each child took 
home a turkey 
feather to decorate 
and return to school. 
The beautiful bird 
was displayed in our 
large group learning 
area where the 
students got to enjoy 
their Thanksgiving 
meal, complete with 
pumpkin pie on 
Thursday, November 
19. 

Students enjoyed watching dancing 
corn as a science experiment. They got 
to help measure out water, baking soda, 
corn kernels and vinegar. The bubbles 
from the baking soda and vinegar 
would raise the falling corn kernels back 
to the top as if they were dancing.  

Bitty Bucks Preschool News and updates
Students got to try testing 
their boats in the water 
table to see if they would 
float, like the Mayflower that 
brought over the Pilgrims. 
Supplies they could choose 
from included egg cartons, 
foil, empty yogurt cups, 
playdoh, craft sticks and 
paper for sails. 

Happy Thanksgiving from 
our cute little turkeys!

Miss Blanchard - Pumpkin Exploration
A few weeks ago, the students in Miss Blanchard’s class got the 
opportunity to explore some pumpkins! The pumpkins were cut 
open and students took turns taking all of the insides out. Some 
students even took home some of the seeds to share with family 
members. Students gutted the pumpkins in preparation for an 
experiment planned for the next day. Students participated in 
making jack-o-lantern volcanoes using baking soda, vinegar, 
and dish soap. They also added some food coloring to change 
the color of the foam!

To go along with their pumpkin experiment, students also 
had a chance to make their own pumpkin soup. The day that 
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Mrs. Meyers’ Preschool Class
The class found a creative way to help celebrate Thanksgiving at 
the Thanksgiving feast during lunch on Thursday. Preschoolers 
worked together to design collaborative drawings to add 
extra special meaning to our Thanksgiving table setting. Then 
students greatly enjoyed the extra special experience of a 
Preschool Thanksgiving!   

Students also were able to take an active role in helping create 
their snacks for the day. For one snack students had English 
muffins with butter. The class used heavy whipping cream in 
small jars and the students each took turns shaking the jar until 
it created butter. Everyone was very excited to try the butter 
they created together.  In the afternoon students were able to 

mix their own blend of 
snacks to create a “Harvest 
Hash” featuring a holiday 
classic of candy corn as the 
favorite ingredient.  

the class read the book 
titled Pumpkin Soup, Miss 
Blanchard “forgot” the 
orange food coloring at 
home! The class worked 
together to figure out 
how to make their 
pumpkin soup orange 
using the colors that they 
had available. They made 
predictions and came up 
with several ideas, then 
put them to the test!
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Important DATES
DEC 21 - JAN 1
JAN 4
JAN 15

JAN 18
FEB 2
FEB 15    

Winter Break
Students Return to School
End of the 1st Semester/Early  
Release at 1:38 p.m.
MLK Day (No School)
Teacher in Service (No School)
Presidents Day (No School)


